
 
May 4, 2020 
 
Dear Parishioner or friend of Saint Agnes 
 
Greetings and prayers from St. Agnes parish. In the midst of the pandemic, I hope this letter finds you and your loved 

ones well.  Like you, we eagerly anticipate the day we will welcome you back and resume public celebration of the 

sacraments.  Until then, please make St. Agnes an important resource for your spiritual health by visiting our website 

https://stagneschurchnyc.org/,  and our YouTube channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCw48NlqoLRWw6LbqR80iBow.  They offer many spiritual aids each day, 

including:  

 

• Daily live-streamed services, including Holy Mass; Morning and Evening Prayer; and recitation of the 

Rosary;   

• Links to daily Mass readings;  

• Many other popular prayers and devotions; 

• As well, the church building is open daily from 12:30 pm to 2:00 pm for private prayer before the Blessed 

Sacrament, which remains ever-present in our tabernacle  

 

In the past, I have written seeking your assistance in addressing our annual $300,000 operating deficit.  Our 

challenges have become much greater since the onset of the pandemic - with no collections, no bookstore or candle 

sales, and no fee income.  While we have seen an uptick in online giving, it has not matched the drop in in-person 

revenue collection.   

 

To be blunt – we are now in dire financial straits and need to develop new revenue sources immediately, or the 

eventual reopening of the parish as we knew it may be in jeopardy.  To that end, I ask you to prayerfully consider 

several action steps that you can take – right now – to support St. Agnes and help assure our return, better and 

stronger than ever. 

 

• First - please become a regular, recurring electronic donor.  Our website contains links and easy instructions to 

sign up to give via WeShare, Zelle and Venmo.  Online giving is tremendously important in ensuring a stable, 

predictable revenue stream for the parish.  As well, this method of giving will always mean your donations are 

fully tax-deductible. 

 

• Second – please carefully consider your current financial situation, and whether you can increase your regular 

donation.  Whether you are enrolling for the first time as above, or are a long-time donor, many now working 

from home are experiencing unexpected savings.  Why not consider redirecting some of these funds to support 

the parish?  Doing so means no additional out-of-pocket outlay; helping us in this way could not be easier!  Just a 

few possible areas of savings to think about include:  
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o Elimination or reduction in commuter (train, bus, subway, tolls, parking, cabs, etc.) and business travel 

expenses; 

o Reduction in dry cleaning and laundry costs; 

o Reduction in outside meal costs, like breakfast and lunch in the city; 

o Reduction in personal entertainment and / or restaurant spending; 

o Reduction in personal travel or vacation spending 

 

Since its founding as a parish, St. Agnes has provided a spiritual respite for commuters and city-dwellers alike in the 

heart of Midtown Manhattan.  The parish has helped you celebrate, mourn, worship, seek reconciliation, and gain 

perspective in your busy life.  But now we need your help to ensure St. Agnes will continue to be available to fulfill 

its mission for years to come. 

 

Finally, please remember St. Agnes in your prayers, as we remember and pray for all of you. 

 
 
God bless you and keep you safe, 
 
Fr. Michael J. Barrett 
Pastor 
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